
More young people in Alaska voted in the
2000 General Election than in the 1996
Presidential Election reversing a down-
ward trend of recent years.  That’s good
news to Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer, whose
goal for Let’s Vote! Alaska was to in-
crease voter turnout for that age group.
“I’m proud of the young people who went
to the polls,” Ulmer said. “They were the
reason Let’s Vote! Alaska was such a big
success.”

Ulmer plans to continue outreach to
young people through civics education.
“The election is over but we need to
continue to help young people understand
that their vote really does count,” Ulmer
said.  She will call on educators and civic
groups to form a Civics Education Task
Force to develop recommendations on
including civics in Alaska schools.

Newvoters for a
New Millennium
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Youth e Vote

Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer is a member of the National
Association of Secretaries of States (NASS).  NASS
challenged each state to do something about low youth
voter turnout in their states.  Ulmer learned that only 36
percent of the registered Alaskans 18 to 24 year olds
voted in the 1996 General Election.

One of her first tasks was to form a youth advisory
board to brainstorm ideas on how to convince young
people to vote.  Ulmer invited several of the state’s
most prominent young people to serve on the board.
The group helped to develop an action plan and
oversaw the goals of the plan.  In addition, the young
people served as Let’s Vote! Alaska spokespeople.

On February 16, 2000 Ulmer unveiled Let’s Vote!
Alaska: New Voters for a New Millennium at a press
conference held at the University of Alaska Anchorage.

Let’s Vote! Alaska partnered with the Alaska Associa-
tion of Student Governments (AASG,) to put on the
first ever online mock election.  More than 2,200
students from over 40 Alaskan high schools joined 1.3
million students nationally in participating in Youth e
Vote.  The mock election results paralleled Alaskan
adults’ General Election results:  the students elected
George W. Bush over Al Gore for President and voted
overwhelmingly against the tax cap initiative.  They
were slightly in favor of allowing the use of hemp and
marijuana in Alaska, and by a vote of 61 percent to 39
percent, they passed a referendum on same-day
airborne wolf hunts.

Youth e Vote is a non-profit, non-partisan national
organization sponsored by the Freedom Channel.  The
mock election also served as an important milestone
for online voting.  “Eventually online voting will be the
norm,” Lt. Governor Ulmer said.  “Many of us will vote
that way in the future but taking steps today to allow
people the opportunity to experiment with the technol-
ogy is a good non-binding way to test the technology.”
To learn more about Youth e vote check out
www.youthevote.net.

Let’s Vote! Alaska



Famous Alaskans carry the message
Television spots a big hit

NHL Rookie of the Year
Scott Gomez

Irene Bedard
“Smoke Signals”

VVVVVoting is cooloting is cooloting is cooloting is cooloting is cool...............

Irene BedardIrene BedardIrene BedardIrene BedardIrene Bedard
A successful Alaska Native actress, Irene is best
known for her role as Suzy Song in the movie
Smoke Signals and as the voice of Disney’s
Pocahontas.  Bedard was born to an Inupiat Es-
kimo mother and a French Canadian/Cree Indian
father.  Though she currently lives in Los Ange-
les, she has strong ties to family and friends in
Alaska.  Bedard’s message focused on individu-
ality and responsibility.  “I am Alaska,” Bedard
proudly states in her Let’s Vote Alaska spot, “You
are Alaska.  Vote!”

Scott GomezScott GomezScott GomezScott GomezScott Gomez
Scott was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska.
At age 20, he became the first Latino to compete
in the National Hockey League.  In the 2000 sea-
son his team, the New Jersey Devils, won the top
prize in hockey--the coveted Stanley Cup.  In ad-
dition, Gomez was named NHL Rookie of the Year
and was awarded the prestigious Calder cup.  In
his Let’s Vote! Alaska spot, Gomez pledges: “This
year, I’m going to do something really important.
I’m going to vote.  You should too.”

The Let’s Vote! Alaska television spots were shot by Sprocketheads
of Anchorage and produced by Lottsfeldt Strategies.



Impact the VImpact the VImpact the VImpact the VImpact the Voteoteoteoteote
A series of conferences were held on the major Uni-
versity of Alaska campuses to train young people how
to get out the vote.  They were also trained on how to
conduct a mock election using the Youth e Vote model.

Each One Reach OneEach One Reach OneEach One Reach OneEach One Reach OneEach One Reach One
Lt. Governor Ulmer encouraged members of every
service organization in the state, seniors, and all adults
to actively mentor a young voter and pledge to get
them to the polls.  Through a series of articles and
mailings, Ulmer appealed to adults to explain to young
people why it is important to vote, how to vote, and to
point them in the direction of further information on the
election process.  “We also challenged all candidates
to reach out to youth by involving them in campaigns,”
Ulmer said.   “Candidates were urged to hold youth
debates in schools and to really listen to young people
talk about the issues.”

Absentee by-mailAbsentee by-mailAbsentee by-mailAbsentee by-mailAbsentee by-mail
Eight thousand Alaska Commission on
Postsecondary Education loan recipients aged 24 and
younger received an absentee by-mail application in
September.  The mass mailing was designed to make
it easier for them to vote absentee.  They also received
a letter from Lt. Governor Ulmer encouraging them to
vote.

How-to vote brochureHow-to vote brochureHow-to vote brochureHow-to vote brochureHow-to vote brochure
Seven thousand Alaska high school graduates re-
ceived “How to Vote” brochures in the mail.   The bro-
chure explained the mechanics of voting, how and
where to register to vote, encouraged young voters
to “scope out” the issues and candidates, and ex-
plained when and where to vote. In a convenient tear-
out, wallet-sized card, the brochure listed the impor-
tant election dates and showed the Alaska Division of
Elections’ web address

E-mail...E-mail...E-mail...E-mail...E-mail...
In the final days before the General Election, approxi-
mately 13,000 University of Alaska students (at the
Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, Sitka, and Ketchikan
campuses) received an e-mail message from Lt. Gov-
ernor Ulmer encouraging them to vote.  The message
also gave details on the location and hours of polling
places located on their university campuses.
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Business supportBusiness supportBusiness supportBusiness supportBusiness support
Several businesses that employ 18 to 24 year
olds responded to Lt. Governor Ulmer’s
request to designate a Youth Voter Captain
(YVC) at their businesses.  YVCs were re-
sponsible for spreading the word about elec-
tions, answering any questions their young
employees had about elections and sending
out reminder emails before the General
Election.

Carrs/Safeway
Carlile Transportation Systems

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
AT&T Alascom

Campfire Boys & Girls
Pacific Seafood Processors Association

Hilton Anchorage
Fairbanks Gold Mining

Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation
Matanuska Telephone Association

Assets, Inc.
Lower Yukon School District

Juneau School District
Era Aviation

Kelly Services
Odom Corporation

Ocean Beauty Seafoods
Icicle Seafoods

North Slope Borough

Many businesses offered financial and in-kind
contributions to support Let’s Vote! Alaska’s
youth Get-Out-The-Vote efforts.  Thanks to
these businesses for their contributions:

Alaska Web Art
CIRI
GCI

Enstar Natural Gas Company
Greens Creek Mining Company

Juneau Racquet Club
Office Plus Juneau

Royal Caribbean International & Celebrity
Cruises

VECO Corporation
Wards Cove Packing Company


